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California played a significant role in many of the most famous events and 
debates of the nineteenth century: slavery and the Compromise of 1850, settler 
colonialism, manifest destiny, westward expansion of U.S. empire, the 
transcontinental railroad, and the Chinese Exclusion Act, to name a few. In 
addition to contextualizing California statehood, this course takes up the 
literary and cultural significance of California in the 1800s, both within 
California and beyond. In order to interrogate what we mean when we say 
“California,” we will read across an array of novels, short stories, poetry, 
testimonios, journalism, speeches, government documents, and political 
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